











Case 2: Accident involving a pedestrian caused due to inattentive driving

2Sijtuation 3

On a dark winter evening at around 6 p.m., a
man in his 30s was driving to work on the night
shift in a standard-sized car (A) on a straight
city road without a center line. This is the road
he took almost every day to work. He became
inattentive while traveling at about 50 km/
h because he was familiar with the road and
there was little traffic around as usual, when he
suddenly noticed a pedestrian (B) crossing the

Diagram of the crash

road from the right without using a crosswalk.
Just as he noticed the pedestrian, the car hit him
and threw him about 5 meters away.

The pedestrian suffered a serious head injury in
this accident, which could have been prevented
if the driver had kept his eyes firmly on the road
ahead.

Accident site seen from 50 meters away

The driver inattentively drove a car on a straight section of the
road without a center line that he usually used to go to work,
where there was almost no traffic on that day.
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Accident site
The driver did not notice the pedestrian crossing the road from
the right until just before the car struck him.
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\U Conclusion

This study looked at traffic accidents in terms
of car speed, and found the following.

(1) Characteristics of fatal accidents caused
by cars traveling in the mid-speed range
(80-60 km/h)

* Approximately 60% of all traffic accident
fatalities were involved in accidents caused
by cars as the primary party traveling in the
mid-speed range.

* In particular, pedestrians and car drivers/
passengers are more likely to be killed.

 Fatal accidents caused by cars traveling in
the mid-speed range are often attributed to
the driver being inattentive or distracted.

(2) Characteristics of fatal accidents caused
due to inattentive/distracted driving

* Tend to occur in the early morning (4-6 a.m.)
and in the evening (6-8 p.m.)

e Occur more frequently on a straight section
of road with no intersections that is relatively
simple and requires little driving operation

* From our accident data, causes of inattentive
driving include “absentmindedness” and
“thinking about something else”, and causes
of distracted driving include “operation or
behavior unrelated to driving”, “dealing
with incidents in the car” and “staring at
something outside the car”.

(3) Effects of different car speeds on damage

in accidents

* The faster the speed of a car, the greater
the risk of death.

* In particular, pedestrians and bicyclists are
more likely to be killed, especially when the
traveling speeds exceed 30 km/h.

» Seat belts are highly effective for protecting
car occupants and reducing the damage in
an accident, especially in the high-speed
range.

To prevent accidents, and to reduce damage
if involved in an accident...

* Driving in the mid-speed range can often
cause the driver to become careless.
Always pay attention to what is happening
in front of you including the actions of
pedestrians and bicycles to avoid becoming
inattentive or distracted even for a short
time.

* Many of the causes of distracted driving
can be dealt with before starting to drive,
such as firmly securing your bag or other
items in the car.

* Do not drive too fast.

* Always wear a seat belt to ensure safety.
Make sure that everyone in the car has
fastened their seat belt properly and firmly.
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Number of fatalities

1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

—910km/h orless 1,402
3 20km/h orless 2,321
-~ 9 30km/horless 1,613

40km/horless 3,419
50km/horiess 4,676

60km/ horless 3,592 »S< ¥ Deaths in accidents

caused by cars traveling

- ) 70km/h orless 1,475 in the mid-speed range
(30-60 km/h):

-— 80km/horless 1,124
=~ 90km/h or less 390 approx. %

100km/h or less 699 (11,687)
-\ Over 100km/h 357

Number of fatalities in accidents caused by cars, by speed

-..... Fatal accidents are caused
more frequently in the mid-
speed range

—Dby drivers being inattentive or distracted—




